SERVICE NOTES. 239 almost every day in most of the houses and bungalows of Panchgani. In one house, in its different parts, as many as 8 dead rats were found the same day. It was noticed during this period that several cats, some squirrels and one crow were found dead on the road. It has been most carefully ascertained that no kind of rat-poison was used for killing the rats-All dead rats were carefully examined but none of them showed any characteristic post-mortem appearances of plague. Their smears from heart, liver and spleen were examined for Bacillus pestis under the microscope but none of them showed any positive result. The same smears were sent to the Bombay Bacteriological Laboratory^ for examination for plague bacilli and our findings were confirmed-Further it may be noted that during the period above there was no case of human plague in spite of the fact that, except very few people, none had evacuated their houses and gone out to stay in the fields.
3. If, from the facts as stated above, it is certain that these rats have not died of pjague then I beg to enquire if there is any known epidemic of rats, other than plague, from which rats die in such large numbers, not affecting the human population in the least, as they died in Panchgani during October, November 
